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SEARCY HIGH’S YOUTH ADVISORY COUNCIL TO HOST
FUNDRAISER TOMORROW
written by Ben Lane April 7, 2022

The Searcy High School (SHS)’s Youth Advisory Council (YAC) is hosting its annual fundraising event tomorrow at
Citizen Park on West Arch Street, featuring a concert performed by local high school students. This will be its first
fundraiser since the COVID-19 pandemic began.
Mikayla Jones, president of YAC, said the organization wants to host an entertaining event that appeals to a broad
audience, and because of previous popular outdoor concerts in the Searcy community, Searcy High and Crosspoint
students Silas Carpenter, Lille Barden and Ryleigh Atkinson will perform from 6-8 p.m.

“When we discussed the artists that we wanted to perform, we wanted to invite artists that were already well known
and respected in the Searcy community,” Jones said. “In our minds, they were the perfect candidates.”
Funds from the event — exclusively raised by ticket sales — along with funding from a grant, will be donated to three
nonprofits in White County: 100 Families, Extra Myles Foundation and White County Domestic Violence, who were
interviewed by YAC throughout the school year. The funds are planned, Jones said, to be distributed in May during
YAC’s grant cycle, and YAC is proud and excited to financially support the nonprofits.
Part of YAC’s goal is to “make the community — the people who come to this concert — more aware of what they do
and how they benefit the county,” Mitzie Cannon, a YAC sponsor, said. Between acts, a spokesperson for each
nonprofit will explain the functions of each nonprofit in the community.
“Our goal is to help solve issues specifically affecting youth in the White County area,” YAC’s website says. “As a
student-led program, we attempt to offer fresh perspectives to the nonprofits we work with, and support those we see
making a positive difference in the lives of the youth in our area.”
An “offshoot” of White County Community Foundation, Jones said, YAC was at one time a partnership between
Searcy High and Harding Academy, but Searcy High has taken over the organization’s responsibilities.
YAC secretary Chandler Meadows said YAC benefits the community in small but powerful ways through financial
donations and by hosting events that reflect community-mindedness. Jones said she has seen YAC’s firsthand
effects on the White County community, and her four years of being part of the organization has allowed her to meet
and assist people she would not have helped without YAC.
“It is just so beautiful to witness these nonprofits at work,” Jones said. “And so just being a tiny part of those huge,
incredible missions means the world to me.”
Tickets to the concert are $5 and may be purchased online at https://white-co-yac.square.site/ or at the door.

SEARCY BEATS AND EATS HOSTS TINKERFEST AT
HARDING
written by Tiane Davis April 7, 2022

Searcy Beats and Eats recently hosted Tinkerfest in conjunction with the FIRST Arkansas Regional Robotics
Tournament, located in the parking lot by the Rhodes-Reaves Field House.
Tinkerfest this year was held April 1. Marka Bennett, one of five Beats and Eats co-directors, said the committee
hosts the event every year with the goal of emphasizing the importance of STEM in the community, with the Museum
of Discovery as its main attraction.
“It’s a group of volunteers who wanted to do something for our community to make it a fun place to live and a place
that we could be happy to come together,” Bennett said. “No matter who you are, no matter what economic level you
are or what education level you are, this is for everybody.”

This year, the event had 10 local food trucks, exhibits and activities from the Museum of Discovery, a Little Rock
band called “Monster Boy Lives,” laser tag, inflatable obstacle courses, a benefit run and several other exhibits that
emphasized STEM. Bennett said with about 1,500 people visiting for the robotics tournament and about 3,000 from
the Searcy community, the event had a great turnout.
“We always have a really good turnout,” Bennett said. “We have a lot of people who really look forward to Beats and
Eats every time, and we’re just excited to be a part of it and put events on that our community would really enjoy.”
President of Think Idea Studio Mat Faulkner, who is a committee member for Beats and Eats, said part of the goal in
having Tinkerfest on the same weekend as the robotics tournament was to welcome people from out of town.
“We want to show that Searcy and Arkansas can be good hosts to visitors,” Faulkner said. “We wanted to give them
an opportunity to experience some of our local food trucks, and then have some activities beyond what was planned
for the robotics tournament.”
Associate professor of Bible Tim Westbrook, who is a sponsor for the Harding Academy robotics team, said the
committee was really lucky to have been given the opportunity to host the event at the same time as the robotics
tournament. Westbrook was the theme leader for Tinkerfest.
“To me, it was a dream come true,” Westbrook said. “Whenever I realized that we had that opportunity to host
Tinkerfest at the same time the students were in town, my mind was going to the world championship in Houston,
where the FIRST organization put together things for the students to do. Even though this is a smaller event, there’s
no reason these kids can’t have a party while they’re here.”
Westbrook said he hopes the Arkansas Regional robotics tournament can be hosted in Searcy every year and that
part of bringing that into fruition was having Tinkerfest at the same time. He said his hope is to inspire kids with
STEM in a more faith-based environment.
“It’s fun to see all of the stuff come together as a faith-based school at Harding Academy,” Westbrook said. “We do
have a mission to reach kids with a STEM education, and our faith inspires us to try to make a difference in these
kids’ lives. We want an opportunity to bring up conversations about our faith, and sometimes that happens.”

CAMPUS COMMITTEE HOLDS ANNUAL EMERGENCY
DRILL IN KENDALL HALL
written by Sophierossitto April 7, 2022

Multiple groups from across campus and the Searcy community came together last Wednesday for an emergency
fire drill in Kendall Hall to test safety procedures and practice responding to a disaster.
Director of Public Safety Craig Russell said members of various academic departments and programs — such as
allied health and counseling — took part in the annual drill at 3 p.m. on March 30. Russell said Harding’s Committee
of Emergency Management — which conducts the drill each year and consists of people from different areas on
campus — invited local organizations such as the police and fire departments, emergency medical services and
Unity Health Hospital members to participate.
“One of the neatest things about this drill is how it brings different parts of our community together,” Russell said.

The drill gave Public Safety members an opportunity to test their emergency notification system by sending voice
and text alerts to students, Russell said.
Although participants would typically conduct portions of the drill outside, Russell said organizers moved the
simulation indoors this year because of rainy weather conditions.
Senior nursing major Rachel Ledbetter said she and a group of nursing and physician assistant students played the
roles of victims during the drill. Beforehand, Ledbetter’s character was assigned a number of vital signs and a status
change from yellow to red, indicating her health problems would grow more severe. Workers used makeup to apply
fake second-degree burns and other injuries to people playing victims. Overall, Ledbetter said this experience helped
her see how anxious and helpless patients can feel during traumatic situations.
“It reminded me of how much we truly need to invest in our patients and provide proper education and mental health
services, and how truly vulnerable patients are when they’re in our care,” Ledbetter said.
Ledbetter said she started the drill in a bedroom on the second floor, where firefighters practiced assessing her. She
then entered a hallway filled with fake smoke and went downstairs to the triage center, where groups of healthcare
students diagnosed and treated her simulated burns.
Russell said his committee started the annual drill at least 20 years ago and have simulated a variety of disasters
including fires, explosions and active shooter emergencies in past years. Organizers canceled the event for the first
time in 2020 during the COVID-19 pandemic and brought the drill back on a smaller scale in 2021.
Dean of students Zach Neal said his role on the Emergency Management Committee is to account for students and
make sure they are safe in the event of an emergency. Neal said he planned to assess results from the drill to see
how many students responded to the emergency notifications, as well as to determine whether his team needed to
take any actions to further protect students.
“I’m really proud to be a part of a university that has such an emphasis on improving and making sure that students
are safe,” Neal said.

BISON GOLF PLACES SECOND IN NATIONAL
TOURNAMENT
written by Jacobmooney April 7, 2022

The Harding men’s golf team placed second in the Mules National Golf Club tournament earlier this week, playing on
a 21-team field in Warrensburg, Missouri.
The Bisons have been on a roll over the past three tournaments, placing first at the Tunica Cup at Christian Brothers
University, second in the Harding-hosted golf tournament last month and second in the Natural State Golf Classic
tournament on March 28.
Sophomore Sam Tandy gained his second tournament title this season as he finished first individually at The Mule as
he was the only golfer to break 70 in all three rounds of the tournament. He became the third golfer in Harding’s
history to win two tournaments in one season. The Great American Conference (GAC) named Tandy co-men’s
Golfer of the Week. He shared the award with junior Arkansas Tech student Francois Jacobs.

The key to the Bison’s success as of late is their consistency. Head coach Dustin Howell said consistency for the
team is great when it is on, but when it is off the team has shown to keep their composure.
“You will have days that you play well, and golf is easy on those days,” Howell said. “You will have days that you do
not play well, and this team has demonstrated that each player can dig deep within themselves to hold on and keep
their score low.”
Senior Trevor Mellott, who won first place at the Natural State Golf Classic tournament, said the team at the
beginning of the season had a hard time finishing out the games, but over the course of the season, they have seen
that be less of an issue.
“There used to be struggles mentally for us to finish off tournaments while we were in contention,” Mellott said. “But
since we have a few wins under our belt now, I don’t believe there are any problems with that anymore.”
The team has also seen success in their team chemistry on and off the green.
“Our biggest strength is our team chemistry,” senior Caleb Nichols said. “Everyone has each other’s backs. We all
have confidence in each other, and we all want to see each other achieve great things.”
Howell said the team looks up to Nichols and Mellott this season as the upperclassmen and team leaders, but the
younger players have been doing well, too.
“Freshmen Wilmer Haakansson and Finlay Cummings have been really stepping up in the big moments,” Howell
said.
The team is ranked in the top 30 teams in the nation, and there are five Bisons ranked in the top 30 regionally.
Among those who are ranked as of March 28 are: Tandy (9), Nichols (15), Haakansson (17), Mellott (23), and senior
Jake Croshaw (27).
“Statistically this is the best season so far in Bison golf history,” Howell said. “The team has a scoring average of
292.41, ranked 30th in the nation according to Golfstat — the official NCAA stat company.”
Things the team has said they need to work on is being in a certain mindset for tournaments.
Mellott said he is working on being in the winning mindset. He said he “struggles with the mental aspect of the
game,” but the team has been there to build him back up after a rough tournament.
The men’s golf team will play in the GAC Tournament next week at the Hot Springs Country Club from April 10-12.

MEN’S SOCIAL CLUB GALAXY MAKES ITS RETURN
written by Hannahhackworth April 7, 2022

Men’s social club Galaxy returned to campus this semester after it was founded in 1947 and dissolved in 1997. The
club was revived by their sponsors for the 75th anniversary of the club this upcoming fall.
“All of the sponsors were members as students, so we have a deep affinity for our experience from that time, so we
had talked about [reviving the club] just casually over the years,” Ken Bissell, Galaxy sponsor and former president,
said. “We all thought, ‘Wouldn’t it be great if we could organize a reunion for the 75th anniversary, and wouldn’t it be
even better if we had the club back with active members at that time?’ So, it was a combination of our personal
desire to do it and our desire to honor the former club in its 75th year by bringing it back.”
Galaxy began gaining members after the sponsors had a recruitment tent at a football game last fall. Sophomore
Luke Phillis was the first person to join and started to recruit his friends, as well. From there, the club has grown and
hopes to continue that growth in the fall.
“We hope to be a club that our male students will find encouraging and a brotherhood where they can connect.”
Bissell said. “We want it to be a club where members are focused on their spiritual growth, their relationship with God
and with each other.”
Bissell said the sponsors wanted to keep the original logo entact, as well as a piece of art that was created in
Galaxy’s inaugural year.
“Beyond that, we want this to be their club,” Bissell said. “We want them to make the decisions on how to develop
the club and move it forward.”
Sponsors and members alike have started dreaming about what the club will evolve into.
“It’ll be really cool seeing them establish [the club] since it hasn’t been a thing for 25 years, so just them doing
whatever they want with it and not having any standards to go off of, they sort of get to do their own thing.” junior
McKenna Oliver, a Galaxy queen, said.
Current members are figuring out the details of club culture and are starting to look forward to fall recruitment.
“Our big goal right now is just trying to give guys a reason to stay with it,” junior Wyatt Vanlandingham, Galaxy
president, said. “Because right now, obviously, we’re small, and we haven’t been able to do a whole lot, so we’re just
trying to get guys to stay on board until the fall when we can get more guys in.”
Vanlandingham said most of Galaxy’s recruitment will be by word of mouth.
“We’re hoping to get some other guys to jump clubs to join,” Vanlandingham said. “But we really have no idea what’s
going to happen this fall.”

HONORS COLLEGE HOSTS PICKLEBALL TOURNAMENT
written by Gabrielhuff April 7, 2022

The Harding University Honors College held a doubles pickleball tournament last Friday, seeking to get honors
students more involved in the honors community.
The tournament began at 6 p.m. on April 1 in the Ganus Activities Complex (GAC) gym. Senior honors Student
Association (SA) treasurer Grant Countess served as the tournament’s coordinator along with freshman honors SA
representative Garrett Blankenship. Countess said about 25 teams participated in the event.
The tournament started as a best two-out-of-three games, but Countess changed the set to only one game to speed
up the tournament. The tournament lasted around an hour and 45 minutes, Countess said.

“I was really happy with the amount of time because 6 o’clock on a Friday night — nobody wants to spend four hours
playing pickleball on a Friday night,” Countess said.
Sophomores Kade Walker and Garrett Glover won the tournament at the end of the evening, obtaining their second
pickleball tournament win. They won their first one after competing in Harding’s intramural pickleball tournament
earlier this semester.
“I think there was about 50 people there, so it was a nice turn out,” Walker said. “It was competitive and fun, and I
would say it was an overall really, really good experience.”
Countess said the idea of a pickleball tournament for honors students was developed from one of their honors SA
meetings. Blankenship said the event was a cool way to connect honors students outside of academic settings.
“Me and Grant Countess had just been talking about a way to get the Honors College more involved overall just with
a fun activity,” Blankenship said. “And I don’t really know exactly who came up with the idea of a pickleball
tournament, but we just took it randomly ‘cause it just sounds like a good idea.”
Countess said most of the work involved reserving courts in the GAC, coordinating around intramural games and
club basketball, finding a convenient date and creating a Google Form for honors students to sign up.
Countess said as far as he knows, the event marked the first time the honors SA has hosted a pickleball tournament,
and he hopes to host another tournament next year.
“This can be our first annual, and next year I’m looking forward to hosting a second one,” Countess said. “So if
anybody else is around to help and get that going as long as we have participants, I think this could be a yearly kind
of thing we do.”

THE BROOK AND THE BLUFF VISITS HARDING FOR FREE
CONCERT
written by Kayleightritschler April 7, 2022

The Brook and the Bluff — a band from Birmingham, Alabama —performed on the Anthony and Wright
Administration Auditorium stage on Saturday, April 2. The band is now based in Nashville, Tennessee, and before
starting their next tour on April 7, they stopped by Harding to perform.
“It’s not what we usually do,” drummer John Canada said. “Usually we are traveling around the country doing our
own headline shows in Los Angeles, San Francisco, New York, Boston, etc. But whenever we get to come to
colleges like this, it’s always a pleasant surprise because it’s places that we wouldn’t otherwise get to go to.”
The band formed during lead singer Joseph Settine and lead guitarist Alec Bolton’s senior year of college at Auburn
University.

“[When] Joseph and I met at Auburn in 2012, we formed a cover band with some friends that fizzled out,” Bolton
said. “Then we didn’t play for a year, and senior year we reconnected and formed an acoustic duo that we ended up
calling ‘The Brook and the Bluff,’ which comes from my hometown of Mountain Brook, and his is Bluff Park. The
other three dudes are also all from Mountain Brook, so it all just fell into place.”
The Brook and the Bluff was not a new name for many Harding students. Campus Activities Board (CAB) director
Abby Stinnett booked the band because she heard from other students who had already seen them perform multiple
times before.
With The Brook and the Bluff booked, Stinnett contacted Harding’s very own Rivers West to open.
“I messaged them when I knew we were getting The Brook and the Bluff and thought it would be so cool for them to
open,” Stinnett said.
Students were familiar with the band because of their performances in nearby cities.
“I really liked all their music when I first started listening to them,” junior Nicole Savage said. “I first saw them in
concert in Little Rock last October and then we went again when they played in Memphis in January.”
The concert was free and originally supposed to be outside, but was moved indoors because of rain.
“It’s so mushy out there that it’s just not good for a stage,” Stinnett said “I thought it would be really fun to do an
outside concert. It’s outside. Outside is free. So it just didn’t make any sense to charge people to sit outside.”

ART AND DESIGN DEPARTMENT TRAVELS TO CHICAGO
written by Sara McClaran April 7, 2022

The Art and Design Department returned to Chicago from March 23-27 for the first time in two years. Until 2020, the
department has taken the trip every spring semester since 2007.
The Art and Design Department has three main sections: interior architecture and design, graphic design and fine
arts. While they are different paths, the department has managed to find one place that connects to all three —
Chicago.
“The purpose has always been to really explore both the art as well as the architecture of the city,” Art and Design
Department Chair Amy Cox said. “Things that will help them better understand their specific profession.”

Cox led both a bus and a walking tour on the first day, teaching students about the history and architecture of the
city. Chicago was devastated by a fire in 1871, which wiped out a majority of the city’s downtown. At the same time,
a lot of architectural innovations, like the invention of steel, were created. Chicago was the home of the first
skyscraper, as well as the workplace of famous American architect Frank Lloyd Wright.
“Every major architect [has] a building there from the last couple hundred years,” Cox said.
Chicago is also the home of the second largest art museum in the United States, the Art Institute of Chicago, making
it a perfect location for all majors in the Art and Design Department.
Cox said that not being able to take the trip during COVID-19 really made her see what an impact it had on students.
“It seemed like students were not as enthusiastic or excited about some of the parts of our profession,” Cox said.
“They didn’t fully understand — maybe because they hadn’t visited these places — what the bigger picture of what
we do is.”
Typically juniors go on the trip; in fact, it is a required experience for the interior architecture students. Senior interior
architecture and design major Alaina Jones was unable to go while the department was waiting out COVID-19, and
so she made a point to join this year instead. She said the trip was beneficial because it helps students see what
they are going to do once they enter the job force.
“I’ve studied this since I was a freshman, and then to get to see it actually in real life is kind of surreal,” Jones said. “It
just made me excited for my future in design after graduation.”
Assistant professor of Art Tessa Davidson was also a part of the trip and led the fine arts students.
“Traveling is important to artists because it provides exposure and inspiration,” Davidson said. “To prepare our
students professionally, we need to be up to speed with contemporary trends. A city like Chicago provides this kind
of exposure, and it also has numerous outlets for our students to draw inspiration from historic works.”
Davidson traveled on the Art and Design Department’s first trip to Chicago and said it was very formative in her
development as an artist.
“It’s exciting to see that it has been woven into the fabric of our curriculum, and I’m glad that I can be a part of it, as
well,” Davidson said.

ARKANSAS REGIONAL ROBOTICS TOURNAMENT HELD AT
HARDING
written by Ethanconn April 7, 2022

Harding Academy’s robotics team, Breakaway 3937, hosted the FIRST Robotics Arkansas regional tournament in
the Rhodes-Reaves Field House last weekend. High school robotics teams from across the U.S. and Mexico
competed in hopes to advance to the World Championships in Houston, Texas.
Breakaway 3937 has already qualified for this year’s world competition at the Orlando regional competition March
11-12. Breakaway was established in 2012 and has been very successful each season since then. They have
advanced to the world championships every year except one.
Harding junior David Breezeel was a member of Breakaway 3937 for four years while in high school. He explained
what goes on at one of these tournaments.

“Tournaments are three major days,” Breezeel said. “Thursdays, depending on the competition, will be a practice
match. Friday and Saturday will be qualifications, and then Saturday afternoon is the awards ceremony and finals. A
machine will generate the schedule and gives the teams who they play with and who they play against. Each team
will have 9-11 matches, and then Saturday — based on their rankings — they get to pick an alliance that they go and
compete with for the elimination rounds.”
This is Harding’s first time hosting the regional since 2014. Breakaway 3937 co-director Tod Traughber said it was a
big a deal that the competition was brought back to campus
“We are so incredibly blessed and grateful that Dr. Burks and Harding University are allowing us to bring it back to
Searcy,” Traughber said. “Hopefully it is a win-win for everybody. For Breakaway to be able to host in our home is a
big deal. We are bringing upwards of 800 kids to Harding University to compete at this event, so hopefully Harding
will see that and recognize that this is a good public relations event for the University itself in addition to all the
money that they are going to spend into our economy.”
Traughber explained the significance of this regional and the journey to the world championships. Traughber said all
the regional tournaments around the world are world championship qualifying events, which occur in a seven-week
span. Teams compete in these regionals to earn a spot in the world championships. The Arkansas regional is a week
five event, hosting 20 teams this year.
Traughber said Breakaway won an award called the “Engineering Inspiration Award” earlier in the season, which
qualified them for a worlds tournament.
“We are entering into this tournament without the pressure of having to win,” Traughber said. “Instead, we’re using
this as a wonderful tool up and practice round, so that we’re best prepared for worlds.”
University freshman Aubrey Jones, former member of Breakaway, said being a part of the robotics team is a great
experience for students and stays with them after their time on the team has ended.
“My favorite part of being on Breakaway was the community we built,” Jones said. “The nature of competitions are
such that we spend so much time together as a team, which builds really strong relationships.”
The world championships for FIRST Robotics will be April 21-23 in Houston, Texas.

